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Synaxarion.

I rejoice when I see the veneration due the icons, once so
ignominiously rejected.

On this first Sunday of Great Lent, the Sunday of Orthodoxy, the
Church of Christ celebrates the restoration of the holy and
venerable icons by the Emperor Michael, the holy and blessed
Empress Theodora and the Holy Methodius, Patriarch of
Constantinople. Through God’s indulgence Leo the Isaurian, a
swineherd and keeper of donkeys, inherited the scepter of the
kingdom. At that time Saint Germanus was at the helm of the
Church. Leo sent for him and said, “since it seems to me that there
is no difference between the holy icons and idols, command that
they be removed immediately from among us. Although if they are
true likenesses of the saints, let them be hung higher on the walls
so that we who are wallowing in sins do not defile them by
venerating them.” But the Patriarch responded thus to the
Emperor’s abomination, “O King, we have heard of someone who
once raised his hand against the holy icons. He was called Conon.
Could you be this man?” The emperor said, “I was so called as a
child.” And since the Patriarch refused to obey the emperor, he
deposed him and installed Anastasius, who sympathized with him.
And so at that time began the struggle against the holy icons. After
this Leo Constantine Copronymus became heir to the kingdom as
well as to the savage attacks against the holy icons. And what can
be said about the number and kind of deeds that lawless man
committed except that he came to a most shameful end. His son,
whose mother was a Khazar, inherited the kingdom after him, and
he also came to a bad end. Irene and Constantine then ascended
the throne. At the direction of the holy Patriarch Tarasius they
assembled the Seventh Council, and the holy icons were once more
accepted by Christ’s Church. After they relinquished the kingdom,
Nicephorus ascended to the throne. After him there were Stauracius
and then Michael Rhangabe, who were both iconoclasts. The beast-
like Leo the Armenian seized the throne from Michael, and, having
been misled by an impious hermit, began the second iconoclasm.
And once more the Church was bereft of Her beauty. Michael
Amorius succeeded him, whose son Theophilus then for the second
time directed this madness against the icons. For it was this
Theophilus who gave many of the Holy Fathers over to torments
and tortures, seeking the truth about the holy icons and believing
whatever he would. “If there be anyone in the city intent on
uprising, then he will be caught not long after I am told.”
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And after reigning for 12 years, he was stricken with an intestinal
disorder so that he desired to relinquish his life. His mouth opened
so wide, that his internal organs were visible. The empress was so
upset at what had happened, that she could barely sleep. And in a
dream she beheld the most pure Theotokos holding the pre-eternal
Child, surrounded by most luminous angels. They were striking
Theophilus her husband and humiliating him. Now when her dream
had passed and Theophilus had come to his senses, he cried, “Woe
is me in my wretchedness, I am struck for the sake of the holy
icons.” And immediately the empress held an icon of the Theotokos
above him and entreated her with tears. And Theophilus, so
inclined, saw that one of the clergy surrounding him had an
engolpion, which he grabbed and kissed. Now as soon as his lips
touched the icon, and he opened wide his mouth, he returned to
normal and was relived of the adversity and affliction and fell
asleep, after confessing that it is good to venerate the holy icons.
Then the empress, fetching the holy and precious images from her
bedchamber, convinced Theophilus to kiss them and venerate them
with all his heart. A short while afterwards Theophilus departed
this life. Theodora then commanded that all who were in exile and
in prison be freed.

John was deposed from the patriarchal throne, since he was more a
sorcerer and demon worshiper than patriarch. Then Methodius, a
confessor of Christ, ascended the throne, having suffered much
through having been closed up in a tomb alive. While he was there,
Ioannicius the Great, who was practicing asceticism on Mount
Olympus, received a divine visitation. The great faster Arsaacius
came to him and said, “God has sent me to you, that we might go to
the righteous Isaiah the recluse in Nicomedia and learn from him
what God desires and what is fitting for His Church.” Now when
they came to the venerable Isaiah, he said to them, “Thus saith the
Lord: Behold, the end is approaching for the enemies of My image.
Go to the empress Theodora and to the Patriarch Methodius and tell
them: “Cease to do what is not holy, and offer sacrifice to Me with
the angels by venerating the countenance of My image and of the
Cross”.” Hearing this they immediately left for Constantinople and
announced what had been said to Patriarch Methodius and all
God’s assembled people. The assembly then went to the empress
and found her agreeable in all things, since this was the pious and
God-loving tradition of the Fathers. The empress straightway
brought out the image of the Theotokos for all to see, and
venerating it, she said, “Let all be condemned who do not venerate
the images, kissing them in love, not in worship as gods, but as
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images for the sake of the love of their archetypes. And they rejoiced
with great joy. And in response she entreated them to pray for her
husband Theophilus. Seeing her faith, they obeyed reluctantly. For
Patriarch Methodius among the saints assembled all the people,
priests and bishops and proceeded to God’s Great Church. Among
the assembled were Joannicius the Great from Olympus, Arsaacius,
Pancratius and the disciples of Theodore the Studite, and
confessors Theophanes and Theodore Graptoi, Michael of the Holy
City and Singelus and many others. And they prayed to God for
Theophilus in tears all night long. Now this took place throughout
the first week of the Great Fast, with the empress Theodora herself,
the women and all the people taking part. Having completed the
prayers, the empress Theodora retired at dawn on Friday, and
dreamed that she was at the foot of the Cross, and there were
several people passing noisily by, wearing various instruments of
torture. As she recognized the Emperor Theophilus among those
being led with his hands bound behind his back, she followed the
group and its guards. When they reached the brass gates, she saw
a supernatural vision, a man sitting in front of the image of Christ
and Theophilus brought before him. Reaching to touch his feet, the
empress prayed for the emperor. He opened his mouth and said,
“Great is thy faith, O woman. Know that because of thy tears and
thy faith, as well as the prayers and petitions of My servants and
My priests, I grant forgiveness to thy husband Theophilus.” Then
He said to the guards, “Loose him and give him to his wife.” And
taking him, she departed rejoicing in gladness. And immediately the
dream left her. Now Patriarch Methodius, while the prayers and
petitions were being offered for him, had taken a new parchment
scroll and written the names of all the heretical emperors, including
Theophilus, placing it under the holy altar table. But on Friday he
saw a great and terrible angel entering the temple, coming to him
and saying, “Thy petition has been heard, O Bishop, and the
Emperor Theophilus has received forgiveness. Trouble the Godhead
about this no longer.” And desiring to ascertain the truth of his
vision the Patriarch descended from his place, and taking the
parchment and unrolling it, he found (O, the judgments of God!)
that all reference to the name of Theophilus has been erased by
God. Upon hearing this, the empress rejoiced greatly and requested
the Patriarch to assemble all the people with the holy icons and
crosses in the great church, so that might be adorned with the holy
icons and God’s new miracle could be known by all. And soon when
all had gathered in the church holding candles, the empress arrived
with her son. And a Litiya was served there with the holy icons and
the divine and precious wood of the Cross and with the sacred and
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divine Gospels. And leaving the church, calling out, “Lord, have
mercy,” they processed the agreed mile. Then they returned to the
church, where Divine Liturgy was celebrated.

When the holy and precious icons were returned to their place, the
holy men mentioned earlier and the pious Orthodox rulers were
glorified, and those impious people who did not accept the honor of
the holy icons were anathematized and condemned. And from that
time these holy confessors appointed the annual commemoration of
this solemnity, so that we might never again fall into a similar
ignominy.

O unchanging Image of the Father, through the prayers of Thy
holy confessors, have mercy on us.

Amen.
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CuHaxkcapsb.

HeAenmoTHO H3MeTaeMbI HKOHBI: Paayrocsa AeIIOTHO
IIOKAAHSAEMBI BHAS.

B cuit nenp, B Hexmearo mepByI0 CBATHIX IIOCTOB IIPaBOCAABUSI,
CHUpeYb BO3CTaBAEHUE CBSITHIX U YECTHBIX UKOH, LlepkoBb XpucToBa
IpasgHOBaTHU MPUSIT, ObIBIIIee oT Muxanasa u @eogophl CBATHISA U
OaaskeHHEeUITHs apuilbl, 1 cBaTaro Medoaua, marpuapxa
KoHcTaHTHHOIIOABCKATO0, OBICTE 3Ke culle: ApBY UcaBpy us
OCAITOTOHEHHS, 1 CBUHOIIACTBEHHATO XKUTHUSI, CKUIITPhI I1apCTBUS
yaep:kaBiiy 1o Boxkuro nmonymieHuo. Bo cBaTeix ['epman Torna
KOpMHAA IIepKOBHAasI 06beM, abue IIpusbpIBaeTcd OT OHAaro, u
CABIIIIUT: IKO MHE MHHUTCSI BAQIBIKO, CBSITHIM UKOHAM HUYTOXKE
Pa3HCTBOBATHU OT UIOAOB, IIOBEAU YOO EAMKO CKOPO U3BECTH CHS OT
cpenpl. Allle UICTUHHHU CyThb CBATBIX 3pallbl, HO BBIIIIIE A
IIOBECHATCH, Ja HE CO TPEXU BAASIOIIECS, CUd BCETAA OCKBEPHIEM
neaytoule. [Tarpuapx ke TOAUKHS MEP30CTH Llapd oTBpallialie, He
TBI A, TAQTOAS, O I1api0, OecHOBaTH YOO HEKOEMY HEKOTa Ha
CBSITBISI UKOHBI CABIIIINM, KOHOHY 3Ke ObITHU ero rmpouMeHoBaHUi0? OH
e, HO a3, TAArOA€T €Ile MAaICHEL] ChbIii Hapullaxcd. He
TIOBUHYIOIITYCs XKe YOO ITOCAYIIIaTH €To NaTpuapxy, U3rHa ero, u
eqnHOMYApeHHa cebe Bo3rocTaBAsgeT AHAcTacHa: U TaKO TOoTaa CO
CBSTBIMHM UKOHaMM OpaHb Haya SIBAITHU. [AaroaeTcd ke, eBpeeM
IpeXkae TaKOBYIO HEHABUCTDh €My ITOOAOXKUTH, OT HEKOETO
BOAIIIEOCTBA HPEeAPEKIINM Ha IIapCTBO BO3BeAEHUE, BHerga yoor
CBbIM, C HUMHU OCASITOTOHEHHEM KHUTHU BellecTBoBalie. OHOMY K€ 3A€
JKUTHE OTTOPIIILY, U3 OHAro CypoBEUIINMN CKUMeEH, KormpoHuM
KoHCcTaHTHH, Ha4aAbCTBAa, HAUIIQYe K€ Ha CBATHISI NKOHBI
OecHoBaHUd ITpeeMHUK ObIBaeT. M 4To 1momobaeT raaroaaT, eAUKa U
dKOBa U cel 6e33aKOHHBIN cozieaa, HO 00adye U OHOMY CTYyAHEHIIIe
ckoHYaBIIycs. OT Xxa3apbl CbIH OHAro Ha IIAPCTBO IIOCTaBASIETCS,
IIOHEXKE U TOM exKe XKUTU 3A€ u3Mepu. Mpuna u KoucranTuH
HadyaAbCTBa HacAaeqHUIBI 6b1BatoT. Cuu ot Tapacua cBarediaro
naTpuapxa HacTaBASIEMU, CeAbMBbIH cOO0OpP COOUPAIOT, U CBATBIA
MKOHBI IaKu XpUcToBa LIepKOBb IPUEMAET: CUM K€ IIapPCTBO
otaoxkuuM, oT 'ennka Hukudop Bo3Boautca. Taxke CTaBpUKUH,
rnoceM Muxaua Parkaseii, BoxecTBeHHbI UKOHEI uTyIlle. Muxanaa
3BEPOBUAHBIN AeB ApMEHUH IIPEEMAET: UKE OT MOHAaXa HEKOETO
3aTBOPHHUKA, U 3A0YECTUBAro, AECTHIO PACTAEBCH, BTOPOE
HMKOHOOOPCTBO BO3/ABU3AET: U Maku 6e3aenorHa Boxuga LlepkoBb
nokasyetrcs. Cero AMoppeit npeeMaeT MUxXamA: TOTOKe ITaKU ChIH
deodua, Ha UKOHBI HEMCTOBCTBO, ITPOYHS BO BTOPHIX ITOAATAIOIIIE.
Ceit y0o PeodrA MHOTHUS OT CBATHIX OTEI] TOMACHHUEM U MYKaM
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Pa3AUYHBIM MIpeaaB, 0 MKOHAX YEeCTHBIX, IPaBAy TOTJa Haurade
yCBodIIIe, SIKO B3bICKAlIIe: allle KTO eCTh BO I'pajie, KPaMOAIO APYyroMy
ObIBaeMb, HH €QUHAr0o Ha MHOTH IHU, SKO TAAroAroT, oopectu. U
[ABaHAa/IeCATe AET CAMOJOBOABCTBOBAB, U YPEBHHIM HEAYTOM OOBST
OBIB, PACTOPTHYTHCS XOTSIIIIE OT XKUBOTA: YCTA €r0 IIPEe3eAbHO
OTBep3oLIacs, IKOXKe U caMeM yTpoOaM BHYTPEHHUM SBUTHCS.
[Hapuna xe Peomopa 6GoAe3HEHHA O IIPUKAIOYUBIIIEMCS OBIBIIIH, €1Ba
KO CHYy obpailriaercs: u Bo cHe Buze [Ipeunctyio Boropoauiy,
MaageHna ooweminry [IpeBedyHaro, o0CTOUMY ITPECBETABIMH AHTEABI:
deoduara ke ces MyzKa OT TexX buema, U yHU4IHxKaeMma. 9IKko yoo
OTBIZE OT Hesd COH, 1 Peodra Maro B ceOe mpuIle], BO3OIIH: YBbI
MHE OKassHHOMY, CBATBIX Pald UKOH OueH ecMb. AOHe moaaraer
Bepxy ero 1apuiia boropoauunbiit o6pas, moasica Ce#t co
caezamu. Peodua ybo culle UMbIH, BUAEB HEKOETO OT HPEACTOSIITNX
HOCSIIIA €eTKOAIIUY [HaHEeApPEeHHUK|, IOXUTUB OT Hero, obaobnI3ate. U
abue Ha MKOHBI NIaTaBIIasCs yCcTa, U 6€3CTyaAHO 3UHYBbIHA ropTaHb,
B IIEPBbIA YUH YCTPOSIIECsd, U OT COAepKAIIUI Oebl ¥ Hy Kbl
IIpecTa U yCHYy, ObITH UCIIOBEAAB H0OPO CBATBHIA UKOHBI IIOYUTATH.
M3Heciu ybo mapuna OT CBOUX KOBYEIKIIOB CBATBIA M YE€CTHBIA
00pasbl AOOBI3AaTH, U BCEIO AyIIel0 mouuTatu Peodpraa yCTPOLIIIE.
[Tomaae y60 mcuesaet oT xxkutusa cero Peodpua. Peomopa xKe CyIIIHUx
BO U3THAHUUX U B TEMHUIIAX BCEX BO33BaBIIIH, CBOOOIHE ITPEeOLIBATHU
noBeae. Y Hu3Bepraercda ybo ot nmarpuapiieckaro rnpecrosa loans,
ke U AHHHC, BOAXBOHAYaAbHUK, U OeCOHa4YaAbHUK HauIaye,
HEXKEAU NaTpHuapx. XpHUCTOB XKe UCTIoBeaHUK Medoanii BocXoaguT Ha
IIPECTOA, MHOTA IIOCTPagaB Mpek/e, U BO rpobe KUB 3aTBOPEH
O6b1cTh. CUM K€ TaKO UMYIIHUM, IIOCEeIlleHHue HEKoe ObIBaeT
BoxxecTBeHHOe MoaHHUKHIO BeAUKOMY, BO OAMOOBEX ropax
obyueBaroiieMycsi. Beaukuit y0o ITIOCTHUK ApcAaKuil IpHUIlle] K HEMY
raarosa: bor Mg K Tebe 1ocaa, SIKO aa K IpernomobHoMy MyskKy Mcanu
3aTBOPHUKY B HUKOMUIMIO TIPHUIIIEAINE, OT HETO HAYYHUMCS, EAUKA
cyThb AtoboBHa Bory, u npukaagsa ero llepksu. U y6o K
nperiogodoHoMy Mcauu mpHIlieaine, CAbIIIAT OT HETO: TaKO TAAQrOAEeT
Focrions, ce mpuOAMIKHCS KOHEIl BparoM Moero n3o0paskeHus, BbI
y0o K mapuile Peogope, HO ¥ K naTpuapxy Medoauro Iemalie,
PIIBITE CHIIE: OCTABHU BCS HE CBAIINEHHBISA, U TAKO CO aHTEABI JKEPTBY
M=ue nipuHecely, 3paka Moero o6pa3 u Kpecra nnounrasit. Cuga
ycAbIIIIaBIlle, B KOHCTaHTUHB rpaj abue JOCTHUTaIOT, U pedeHHas
Medoauro nmaTpuapxy, 1 n36paHHbBIM BCceM BoKUUM BO3BEIIAIOT.
CobOpasBiriecs ke K IapHIle ITPEXOAST, U IIOKOPHY CHIO BO BCEX
oOpeTaroT: oT oTell 00 OsIrre 6aarodyecTuBa U BoroarobuBa. AGue yoo
napwuiia boropoauyHblii 00pa3 Ha BbIKM OOBeENIaeMbIH U3HECIIIH, BCEM
3PSIIIMM: AOO3allle TAATOAIOIIH: allle KTO CUM He ITOKAQHSETCs, U He
IIEAyeT Al0Oe3He, He CAyKeOHe, He sIKO O0TH, HO 9K0 oO0passl,
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IepBOOOPAa3HBIX paau A0OBe: Oyau ITPokAaT. OHU Ke BEAUEIO
panocTuio Bo3dpanoBaiacd. [I[poTuBy ke IPOCUT U CHULI OT HUX, SIKO
[a Ob1 MoAeHUEe 0 My3ke est Peodrae corBopuau. OHU Ke BeEpPy es
BUEBIIIE, allle U OTpHUIlalollecs, obade ke moBUHyrTCd. 1160 BO
cBATBEIX Medoauii naTpuapx Aoau Bcs cobpaB, U IPUYET BECh U
apxuepeu, B BEAUKYI0 BoxXUI0 11epKOBb TaMO INpuxoadar. B Huxske
0s1xy n3dpanHuu cuu: u3 Oaumoba Beankuit MoaHHUKUH, U
Apcaakuii, HaBkpaTuii ke, u yueHuIbl Peomopa Crynura, u
Beaukaro ceaa deocan, u Peomop nucaHHUU, U UCIIOBEHUILIBI:
Muxauna Cearorpaznerl, u Currea, 1 UTHUU MHOXKAaMWIIINN, MOACHHUE
BCeHOIIHOEe K Bory corBopsitoT 0 Peodrine, BCEM MOASIITUMCSI CO
CA€3aMU, U IIPOTIAKEHHBIM MOAECHHEM: U CHE BO BCIO IIEPBYIO
CeIMUILy IIOCTOB coBeplIallecsd, U caMoi napuine Peogope rmogodHe
C JX€HaMH, U IIPOYUMHU AIOABMU coaeBarolu. CUM K€ CUIE UMYILHM,
deomopa mapuna 0 yrpe 03apsIolrM IISTKa Ha COH obpariucs,
BO3MHE OOPECTUCH y CTOAIIA KPECTHAr0, U HEKOTOPBIA C IIIyMOM
IIPOXOAUTHU IIyTh, Pa3AUYHAd My4YHUTEAbHAd OPYANS HOCLIIMS BU/E:
IIOCpeie K€ CUX BeloMa CBsizaHa U 1apd deocduna, cozanu
CBd3aHbIMa pyKaMa: CEro K€ II03HaBIIIH, [IOCACIOBAIIIE U Ta C
Benylumu. Erpga xxe 1o MeaqaHbIX BpaT AOCTUTOLIA, BUAE
IIPEECTECTBEHHBIM BUIEHHEM, My2Ka HEKOETo ceadIla IIpes o0pa3oM
XpHUCTOBBIM, eroxe NpoTuBy Peoduasa rrocTraBUllla: CEro xKe Horam
IIPUKOCHYBIIINCA I1apHlla, o 1ape Mmoadiecss. OH ke enBa OTBEP3A
ycTa, BeAUs TBOsI Bepa, K€HO, TAATrOAeT: pasyMelt ybo, sIKo cae3 paau
TBOUX U BEPHI, €IIle XK€ U Paau IPOIIeHUs U MOAeHUs paboB Moux, u
CBSIILIEHHUKOB Moux, IpollieHue gamo MyxKy TBoeMy deodpuay. Taxke
CAQroA€T BEAYIIUM: Pa3pellnuTe ero, U npegaante xkeHe ero. OHa xe
B3EMIIIU CETO0, OTCTYIIU BECEALIITUCS U PAYIOIIUCH: U abue 10 COH
ocraBu. Cuga yoo ®eonopa napuna suzue. [larpuapx ke Medonui,
MOAUTBaM B MOA€HHEM ObIBAEMBIM O HEM, XapPTHUIO HOBY B3€EM,
HaIlUCca B HEM BCEX €PETHKOB LIAPEN MMeEHA, BUMHUB U TOTO
deodrra, U 1o CBATOIO TPAIe30i0 B3eM BCH MOAOXKHU. O IATIIE XKe
BUAUT U TOM HEKOETO aHreAa CTpalllHa BEAUKAaro, BXOOdIlla BO XpaM,
U K HEMY HPHUILEAINa PEIIN, TAATOAETCS: YCABIIITIACSI MOAEHHE TBOE
eITHCKOIIe, U ITPOIIIEHUE MTOAYYH aphk Peodua, He KToMy YOO rIpodee
o ceM ctyzkal BoxectBy. OH Ke HUCKyIllad, allle UICTUHHO €CTb
BUAHMOE, OT MECTa CBOETO CIIIE, ¥ XapTHUIO B3eM, U pPa3BUB, o0peTe,
o Boxwunx cyneb! 3araazkeHo ot bBora Bcsayeckn ®eopHUAOBO UMH.
Cue yBeneBIIIH 1IapUIIa, ITPE00paIoBacsd 3€A0, U K ITaTPHUAPXY
TIOCBIAAET, BCSI AION COOPATU C YECTHBIMH KPECThI, B CO CBSITBIMH
06pa3spl, B BEAUKYIO IIEPKOBB: KO [1a yTBaphb CBITBHIX 00pa30B cei
oTmactcs, ¥ HoBoe Boxkue uyno BceM 1no3HaHo Oyzaet. U yb6o Bcem
BCKOpPE B IIEPKOBH COOPABIIIUMCS CO CBEIIaAMH, U IIapUIla C CBIHOM
npuunae. 1 amtuu Tamo ObIBINEH, CO CBATBIMH UKOHAMH, U
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BoxkecTBEHHBIMU U YECTHBIMU APEBECHI KPECTHBIMHU, U CBSIIIEHHBIM
u BoxectBeHHbIM EBaHreaueMm, npaske M 0 raaroaemMaro IompHiia
usplgoia, 'ocrnioau moMuAyi, B3pIBarlle. M Tako Iaku B LIEPKOBD
BOo3BpaTuBlllecd, BoxkecTBEHHYI0O AUTYPTUIO COBEPIINIIIA.
Bo3cTaBA€HHBIM CBSTBHIM U YE€CTHBIM UKOHaM OT HpeapedeHHbIX
CBSITBIX MYy3KeH, IPOIOBeJaHHBIM YOO OAAQro4eCTUBBIM U
IPaBOCAABSNIIMM: IPOTUBHBIM K€ U HEYECTBYIOIIUM, U CBATBIX UKOH
4YEeCTH He ITPUEMAIOIIUM, OTPEYEHHBIM, U IIPEeIaHHBIM IIPOKASITHUI0. U
OTTOAE OIIPEZIEAUIIIA CUU CBSITHUH UCIIOBEIHUIIBI, ACTHOMY CHUIIE CEMY
CBSIIIIEHHOMY TOPZKECTBY ObIBATH, Ma HE KOT/a U [MaKH B TOXK/E
3A0YECTHE BIIAEM.

HeusmeHHbIH OOpa3ze OTuHH, MOAHTBaMH CBATHIX TBoux
HCIIOBEAHHKOB, IOMHAYH Hac.

AMHUHEL
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